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applied himself to the work which the Times was
giving him in an ever-increasing quantity. He notes in
his diary that an account of Greenwich Fair as seen in a
rainstorm procured him a line of praise from Dickens,
who later repeated the encouragement when he read the
account of a masque ball at Vauxhall on Derby day.

Among the hotchpotch of experiences he had at this
time he was specially interested in a visit to Lord
Ranelagh's at Fulham, where a party assembled to
watch some experiments with firearms. Amongst
these was a needle gun exhibited by a Prussian named
Dreyse.* It was fired with great rapidity, but it was
considered too clumsy and even dangerous. Russell,
however, directed particular attention to it in the
TimeS) and several years later, in the Austro-Prussian
War, had the gratification of remembering that he had
predicted that in every sense the weapon would make
some noise in the world.

In July there was a ball at the Guildhall, at which
the Queen was present and for which the Times was
refused a ticket. A personal invitation was sent to
Russell, however, who wrote an account of the ball;
but he mentions in his diary as an instance of Delane
standing on his dignity that the account was not
published in the Times.

In the autumn Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot,
visited England, and Delane informed Russell that
he wished him to be his guardian, so to speak, on
behalf of the Times and accompany him wherever he
went. Russell made several vain visits to South-
ampton before Kossuth appeared, but he had the
advantage meanwhile of making the acquaintance of

* Dreyse had invented his muzzle-loading needle gun in 1827, and
the breech-loader in 1836.